&

Gadsden Soil & Water Conservation District

2140 West Jefferson Street - Quincy, Florida 32351 - (850) 875-7255

Registered agent: Henry G. Grant

Chairman:

Vice-Chair:

Supervisor:

Supervisor:

Supervisor:

Board

Jeff Moore
Jeffmoore4 1 (@bellsouth.net
(850) 570-8484

John Dooner
jdooner(@southernforestry.net
(850) 566-8833

Russell VanLandingham
russellvi@mckenzietank.com
(850) 933-2364

James Thompson
james(@southeastwatersystems.com
jamesa.thomp77@gmail.com

(850) 556-9936

VACANT

Regular Meetings:
3" Monday @ 6:30pm

April 17,2017
May 15, 2017

June 19, 2017

July 17, 2017
August 21, 2017
September 18, 2017
October 16, 2017
November 20, 2017
December 18, 2017






ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

EQOR

Gadsden Socill & Water Conservation District

The undersigned, acting as incorporator(s) of a corporation pursuant to chapter 617, Florida
Statutes, adopt(s) the following Articles of Incorporation:

ARTICLE | NAME

The name of the corporation shall be:

Gadsden Scil & Water Conservati District, Inc.

ARTICLE 1 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS AND MAILING ADDRESS

The principal place of business and the mailing address of this corporation shall be:

William M. Inman Agricultural Center
2140 West Jefferson Street
Quincy, FL 22551

ARTICLE Ili PURPOSE

The specific purpose(s) for which the corporation is organized is (are):

The purpose of this corporation is to provide an organized
procedure for assisting farmers, andowners, and interested
agencies with the problems relating to soil and water conservation.

ARTICLE IV MANNER OF ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

The manner in which the directors are elected or appointed is as follows:

Elected as described in Florida Statue Chapter 582.18
(copy attached)



Ch. 582

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATICON

F.S. 1885

inclusion or removal. The department shall prescribe lhe
form for such petition, which shall be as nearly as may
te in the form prescribed in this chapter for petitions to
organize a district. If the petition is signed by a majority
of the landowners of such area. no referendum need tbe
held. In reierenda upon petitions for such inclusions or
removals, all owners of fand lying within the proposed

area to be aaded or removed shall be eligible to vate.
History,—s. 5.cn 18144 1937; 5.3, ch. 19473, 1939: CGL 1940 Supp. 4151{476);
8 2, en. $3407, 1549: 3. 3, en 67-207: 33, 14, 35, ch. 69-106.

582.17 Presumption as to establishment.—In any
suit, action or proceeding involving the validity or en-
forcement of, or relating to, any contract, proceeding, or
action of the district, the district shall be deemed to
have been established in accordance with the provi
sions of this chapter upen proof of the issuance of the
aforesaid certiticate by the Department of State. A cony
of such ceruiicate duly certified by the Department of
Slate shall be admissible in evidence in any such suit,
action, or proceeding and shall be proof of the filing and

contents thereof.
History.—s 5 en. 14144, 1937: 2 J, ch. 19473, 1939: CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(4T6% =
38, 10, 35, ch. 65-106. - ;

532.18 Election of supervisors of each district.—

(1) The electicn of supervisors lor each sail ana wa-
ler conservation district shall be held every 2 years. The
elections shatll be held at the lime of the general eleclion
provided for by s. 100.041, The office of the supervisor
of a soil and water conservation district is a nonparuisan
olfice. and candidates far such office are prohibited from
campaigning or qualilying for election based on party af-
filiation. ' ;

(a) Each candidate for supervisor for such dislrict
shail be nominated by nominaling petition subscnbed
by 25 or mere qualilied electors of such district. Candi-
dates shall obtain signatures on petition forms pre-
scribed by the Department of State and furnished by the
appropriate qualifying officer. In muilicounty districts,
the appropriate qualifying officer is the Secretary of
Slate: in single-county districts, the appropriate qualify-
ing oflicer is the supervisor of elections. Such lorms may
be obtained at any time alter the first Tuesday aller the
first Monday in January preceding the election, but prior
to the 82nd day pror to the date of the first primary.
Each petition shall be submitted, prior to nocn of the
92nd day preceding the first pnmary election, 1o the su-
pervisor of elections of the county for which such peti-
lion was circulated. The supervisor of elections shall
check lhe signatures on the petition to verily their status
as electors in the district, Prior to the first date for quali-
fying, the superviscr of elections shall délermine wheth-
er the required single-county signatures have been ob-
tained; and he shall so notify the candidate. In the case
of a mullicounty candidate, the supervisor of elections
shall check Lhe signatures on petilions and shall, prior
lo the lirst date lor qualilying for olfice, cerufy lo the De-
partment of Slate the number shown as registered elec-
lors of the district. The Department of State shall deter-
mine il the required number of signatures has been ob-
tained for muiticounty candidates and shall so notily the
candidate: Il the required number of signatures has
been obtained for the name of the candidate o be

placed on the ballot, the candidate shall, during the lime
prescribed for qualifying for office in s. 99.061, submit
a copy of the notice to, and file his qualification papers
with, the qualifying officer and take the oath prescrnibed
in 5. 89.021. ‘

(b) Each nominee who collects or expends cam-
paign contributions shall conduct his campaign for su-
pervisor of a soil and water conservation district in ac-
cordance with the provisions of chapter 106. Candidates
who neither receive contributions nor make expendi-
tures, other than expenditdres for verification of signa-
lures on petitions, are exempt from the provisions of
chapter 106 requiring establishment of bank accounts
and appointment of a campaign treasurer, but shall file
periodic reports as required by s. 106.07.

(c) The names of all naminees on behalf of whom
such nominating petitions have been filed shall anpear
upon ballots in accordance with the general electnon
laws. All qualified electors residing within the gistrict
shall be Eligible to vote in such election. The canaigzales
who receive the largest number of the votes cast from
each group of canaidates, as provided in s. 100,071, in
such election snall be the elected supervisors from such
group for such distnict. In the case of a newly created
district participating in a regular election for the first
time, three groups of candidates shail be elected for
terms of 4 years. and two groups shall be elected for ini-
tial terms of 2 years. Each candidate electea shail as-

sume oifice on the [irst Tuesday after the first Mongay .

in January following the election.

(2) After the issuance of a certificate of organization
of a soil and waler conservation district by the Depart-
ment of State. or in the event of a vacancy resulting from
death, resignation, removal, or otherwise, each vacancy
shall be filled by appointment by the remaining supervi-

sors of the district until the next regular election.

Mislory.—a, 6, ch, 18144, 1907; s. 4. cn. 19473, 1839; CGL 1940 Suop, 4151(477);
s. 2, ch, 28034, 1953; 3. 3, ch. 67.207; 55, 10, 14, 35, ch. 63-106; 8, 1, cn. 72-114; 3.
2 cn, 7453, 5. 2, cn, 78-261; 3. 42, ch. B4-302

£82.19 Qualilications and tenure of supervisors.—

(1) The governing body of the district shall consist
of five supervisors, elected as pravided hereinabove.

(2) The superviscrs shall designate a chairman and
may, [rom time lo lime, change such designation by ma-
jority vote. The term of olfice of each supervisor shall be
4 years, except that two supervisors shall be elected lo
serve for initial terms of 2 years, respectively, from the
date of their election as provided in this chapter. A su-
pervisor shall hold office until his successor has been
elected and qualilied. The selection of successors to fill
an unexpired term shall be in accordance with s.
582.18(2). Selection for a full term in a newly created dis-
trict shall be by election of the qualilied electors of the
district. A majority of lhe supervisors shall constitule a
quorum and the concurrence of a majority of the supervi-
sors in any malter wilhin lheir duties shall be required
lor its determination. A supervisor shall receive no com-
pensation for his services, but he shall, wilh approval of
the supervisors of lthe district, be reimbursed lor travel-
ing expenses as provided in s. 112.061. |

(3) The supervisars may utilize the services of lhe
county agricultural agents and the facilities of the coun-
ly agnicuitural agents’ ollices insofar as practicable and
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ARTICLEV LIMITATION OF CORPORATE POWERS

The corporate powers of this corporation are as provided in section 617.0302, Fiorida
Statutes, unless limited as follows:

N/A

ARTICLE VI__INITIAL REGISTERED AGENT AND STREET ADDRESS

The name and the street address of the initial registered agent is:

Bobby R. Durden
2140 West Jefferson Street
Quincy, FL 32351

ARTICLE VII _INCORPORATORS

The name(s) and street address(es) of the incorporator(s) for these Articles of Incorporation

is(are):
H. Marcus Edwards Edwin Herring Gene Poythress
Rt. 4, Box 237 Federal Hwy. 27 Rt. 1, Box 676
County Rd. 65 Havana, FL 32333 County Rd. 268
Quincy, FL 32351 Chattahoochee,
Raymond Hurst Bernard Lewis
222 Wallace Dr. Rt. 5, Box 89
Quincy, FL 32351 County Rd. 379

Quincy, FL 32351

FL 32324

The undersigned incorporator(s) has(have) executed these Articles of Incorporation this

1st day of _February .19 95.

Signature(s) of the Incorporator(s)

L P Vvt /féazb/: 7/ H. Marcus Edwards

Typed name of incorporator signing

Typed name of incorporator signing

Typed name of incorporator signing



CERTIFICATE OF DESIGNATION
REGISTERED AGENT/REGISTER EFl

Pursuant to the provisions of sections 607.0501 or 617.0501, Florida Statutes, the
undersigned corporation, organized under the laws of the State of Florida, submits the
following statement in designating the registered office/registered agent, in the State of
Florida. : '

1. The name of the corporation is:_Gadsden Soil & Water Conservation District, Inc

2. The name and address of the registered agent and office is:

Bobby R. Durden

(NAME)

2140 West Jefferson Street
(P.O. BOX NOT ACCEPTABLE)

Quiney, FL 32351
(CITY/STATE/ZIP)

HAVING BEEN NAMED AS REGISTERED AGENT AND TO ACCEPT SERVICE OF
PROCESS FOR THE ABOVE STATED CORPORATION AT THE PLACE DESIGNATED IN
THIS CERTIFICATE, | HEREBY ACCEPT THE APPOINTMENT AS REGISTERED AGENT
AND AGREE TO ACT IN THIS CAPACITY. | FURTHER AGREE TO COMPLY WITH THE
PROVISIONS OF ALL STATUTES RELATING TO THE PROPER AND COMPLETE PER-
FORMANCE OF MY DUTIES, AND | AM FAMILIAR WITH AND ACCEPT THE OBLIGA-
TIONS OF MY POSITION AS REGISTERED AGENT. :

siGNATURE W4, /,Q,{,__—
DATE “/fé . {’57{"’

REGISTERED AGENT FILING FEE: $35.00



2005 Statutes
CHAPTER 582

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
582.01 Definitions.
582.02 Lands a basic asset of state.
582.03 Consequence of soil erosion.
582.04 Appropriate corrective methods.
582.05 Legislative policy for conservation.
582.055 Powers and duties of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; rules.
582.06 Soil and Water Conservation Council; powers and duties.
582.08 Additional powers of department.
582.09 Administrative officer of soil and water conservation.
582.10 Creation of soil and water conservation districts.
582.11 Hearing upon question of creation; notice, etc.
582.12 Referendum for creation.
582.13 Expenses of referendum.
582.14 Results of referendum; publication, etc.
582.15 Organization of district, etc.
582.16 Addition of territory to district or removal of territory therefrom.
582.17 Presumption as to establishment.
582.18 Election of supervisors of each district.
582.19 Qualifications and tenure of supervisors.
582.20 Powers of districts and supervisors.
582.21 Adoption of land use regulations.
582.22 Regulations; contents. |
582.23 Performance of work under the regulations by the supervisors.
582.24 Board of adjustment.
582.25 Rules of procedure of board.
582.26 Petition to board to vary from regulations.

582.28 Cooperation between districts.
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582.29 State agencies to cooperate.

582.30 Discontinuance of districts; referendum; commissioner's authority.
582.31 Certification of results of referendum; dissolution.

582.32 Continuance of existing contracts, etc.

582.331 Establishment of watershed improvement districts within soil and water conservation
districts authorized.

582.34 Petition for establishment; provisions.

582.35 Notice and hearing on petition; determination of need for district; boundaries.

582.36 Determination of feasibility of proposed district; referendum.

582.37 Consideration of results of referendum; declaration of organization of district.

582.38 Organization of district; certification to clerks of circuit courts; limitation on tax rate.

582.39 Establishment of watershed improvement district situated in more than one soil and
water conservation district.

582.40 Change of district boundaries; additions, detachments, transfers of land from one
district to another; change of district name.

582.41 Board of directors of district.
582.42 Officers, agents, and employees; surety bonds; annual audit.

582.43 Status and general powers of districts; power to levy tax; power to construct, operate,
improve and maintain works of improvement; power to obtain necessary lands or interests
therein.

582.44 Levy of taxes; procedure, etc.

582.45 Fiscal powers of governing body; bonds, etc.

582.46 Additional powers and authority.

582.47 Watershed improvement district to coordinate work with flood control districts.
582.48 Discontinuance of watershed improvement district.

582.49 Discontinuance of soil and water conservation district.

582.01 Definitions.--Wherever used or referred to in this chapter unless a different meaning
clearly appears from the context:

(1) "District” or "soil conservation district" or "soil and water conservation district” means a
governmental subdivision of this state, and a body corporate and politic, organized in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter, for the purpose, with the powers, and subject
to the provisions set forth in this chapter. The term "district” or "soil conservation district,”
when used in this chapter, means and includes a "soil and water conservation district.” All
districts heretofore or hereafter organized under this chapter shall be known as soil and water
conservation districts and shall have all the powers set out herein.
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(2) "Supervisor" means one of the members of the governing body of a district, elected in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

(3)(a) "Department” means the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
(b) "Council” means the Soil and Water Conservation Council.
(c) "Commissioner" means Commissioner of Agriculture.

(4) "Landowner” or "owner of land" includes any person who shall hold legal or equitable title
to any lands lying within a district organized under the provisions of this chapter.

(5) "Land occupier” or "occupier of land" includes any person, other than the owner, who shall
be in possession of any lands lying within a district organized under the provisions of this
chapter, whether as lessee, renter, tenant, or otherwise.

(6) "Qualified elector" includes any person gualified to vote in general elections under the
constitution and statutes of this state.

(7) "Due notice," in addition to notice required pursuant to the provisions of chapter 120,
means notice published at least twice, with an interval of at least 7 days between the two
publication dates, in a newspaper or other publication of general circulation within the
appropriate area or, if no such publication of general circulation be available, by posting at a
reasonable number of conspicuous places within the appropriate area, such posting to include,
where possible, posting at public places where it may be customary to post notices concerning
county or municipal affairs generally. At any hearing held pursuant to such notice, at the time
and place designated in such notice, adjournment may be made from time to time without the
necessity of renewing such notice for such adjourned dates.

(8) "Administrative officer" means the administrative officer of soil and water conservation
created by s. 582.09.

History.--s. 3, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 1, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(474); 5. 1, ch. 65-
334: 5.1, ch. 67-207; s. 1, ch. 70-392; s. 1, ch. 74-53; s. 6, ch. 78-95; s. 4, ch. 78-323; ss. 2, 3,
ch. 81-129: s. 1, ch. 82-46; s. 2, ch. 83-265; s5. 1, 3, 4, ch. 87-25; s. 5, ch. 91-429.

582.02 Lands a basic asset of state.--The farm, forest and grazing lands of the state are
among the basic assets of the state and the preservation of these lands is necessary to protect
and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of its people; improper tand use practices
have caused and have contributed to, and are now causing and contributing to a progressively
more serious erosion of the farm and grazing lands of this state by fire, wind and water; the
breaking of natural grass, plant, and forest cover has interfered with the natural factors of soil
stabilization, causing loosening of soil and exhaustion of humus, and developing a soil condition
that favors erosion; the top soil is being burned, washed and blown out of fields and pastures;
there has been an accelerated washing of sloping fields; these processes of erosion by fire,
wind and water speed up with removal of absorptive topsoil, causing exposure of less
absorptive and less protective but more erosive subsoil; failure by any landowner or occupier to
conserve the soil and control erosion upon her or his lands causes destruction by burning,
washing and blowing of soil and water from her or his lands onto other fands and makes the
conservation of soil and control erosion of such other lands difficult or impossible.

History.--s. 2, ch. 18144, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(473); s. 924, ch. 97-103.

582.03 Consequence of soil erosion.--The consequences of such soil erosion in the form of
soil washing and soil blowing are the silting and sedimentation of stream channels, reservoirs,
dams, ditches, and harbors; the loss of fertile soil material in dust storms; the piling up of sail
on lower slopes, and its deposit over alluvial plains; the reduction in productivity or outright
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ruin of rich bottom lands by overwash or poor subsoil material, sand, deterioration of soil and
its fertility, deterioration of crops grown thereon, and declining acre yields despite
development of scientific processes for increasing such yields; loss of soil and water which
causes destruction of food and cover for wildlife; a blowing and washing of soil into streams
which silts over spawning beds, and destroys water plants, diminishing the food supply of fish;
a diminishing of the underground water reserve, which causes water shortages, intensifies
periods of drought, and causes crop failure; and increase in the speed and volume of rainfall
runoff, causing severe and increasing floods, which bring suffering, disease, and death;
impoverishment of families attempting to farm eroding and eroded lands; darmage to roads,
highways, railways, farm buildings, and other property from floods and from dust storms; and
losses in navigation, hydroelectric power, municipal water supply, drainage facilities, irrigation
developments, farming and grazing.

History.--s. 2, ch. 18144, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(473); s. 1, ch. 65-334.

582.04 Appropriate corrective methods.--To control or prevent soil erosion and prevent
floodwater and sediment damages, and further the conservation, development and utilization
of soil and water resources and the disposal of water, it is necessary that land use practices
contributing to soil wastage and soil erosion be discouraged and discontinued, and appropriate
soil-conserving land use practices and works of improvement for flood prevention or the
conservation, development and utilization of soil and water resources and the disposal of water
be adopted and carried out; among the works of improvement and procedures necessary for
widespread adoption, are the carrying on of engineering operations, such as the construction of
terraces, terrace outlets, check-dams, desilting basins, floodwater retarding structures,
channel improvements, floodways, dikes, ponds, ditches, and the like; the utilization of strip-
cropping, lister furrowing, contour cultivating, and contour furrowing; land drainage; land
irrigation, seeding and planting of waste, sloping, abandoned, or eroded lands to water
conserving and erosion-preventing plants, trees, and grasses; forestation and reforestation;
rotation of crops, soil stabilization with trees, grasses, legumes, and other thick-growing, soil-
holding crops; the addition of soil amendments, manurial materials and fertilizers for the
correction of soil deficiencies or for the promotion of increased growth of soil protecting crops;
retardation of runoff by increasing absorption of rainfall, retirement from cultivation of steep,
highly erosive areas and areas now badly gullied or otherwise eroded; fish and wildlife or
recreational developments; and control of artesian wells.

History.--s. 2, ch. 18144, 1937, CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(473); s. 1, ch. 65-334; 5. 1, ch. 63-235.

582.05 Legislative policy for conservation.--It is the policy of the Legislature to provide for
control and prevention of soil erosion, and for the prevention of floodwater and sediment
damages, and for furthering the conservation, development and utilization of soil and water
resources, and the disposal of water, and thereby to preserve natural resources, control floods,
prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs, assist in maintaining the navigability of rivers and
harbors, preserve wildlife, protect the tax base, protect public lands, and protect and promote
the health, safety and general welfare of the people of this state.

History.--s. 2, ch. 18144, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(473); s. 1, ch. 65-334; s. 2, ch. 69-235.

582.055 Powers and duties of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services;
rules.--

(1) The provisions of this chapter shall be administered by the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services.

(2) The department is authorized to adopt rules to implement, make specific, and interpret
the provisions of this chapter.
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(3) The department is authorized to receive gifts, appropriations, materials, equipment, lands,
and facilities and to manage, operate, and disburse them for the use and benefit of the soil
and water conservation districts of the state.

(4) The department shall provide for an annual audit of the accounts of receipts and
disbursements.

(5) The department may furnish information and call upon any state or local agencies for
cooperation in carrying out the provisions of this chapter.

History.--s. 2, ch. 70-392; s. 44, ch. 98-34.
582.06 Soil and Water Conservation Council; powers and duties.--

(1) COMPOSITION.--The Soil and Water Conservation Council is created in the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services and shall be composed of 23 members as follows:

(a) Eleven members shall be persons who have been involved in the practice of soil or water
conservation, or in the development or implementation of interim measures or best
management practices related thereto, and who have been engaged in agriculture or an
occupation related to the agricultural industry for at least 5 years at the time of their
appointment.

(b) Twelve nonvoting ex officio members shall include one representative each from the
Department of Environmental Protection, the five water management districts, the Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences at the University of Florida, the United States Department of
Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Florida Association of Counties, the
Florida League of Cities, and two representatives of environmental interests.

(c) All members shall be appointed by the commissioner. Ex officio members shall be
appointed by the commissioner from recommendations provided by the organization or interest
represented.

(d) Members shall serve 4-year terms or until their successors are duly qualified and
appointed. If a vacancy occurs, it shall be filled for the remainder of the term in the manner of
an initial appointment.

(2) POWERS AND DUTIES; MEETINGS; PROCEDURES; RECORDS; COMPENSATION.--The meetings,
powers and duties, procedures, and recordkeeping of the Soil and Water Conservation Council,
and per diem and reimbursement of expenses of council members, shall be governed by the
provisions of 5. 570.0705 relating to advisory committees established within the department.

History.--s. 4, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 2, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(475); s. 1, ch.
28094, 1953: s. 24, ch. 57-1: 5. 19, ch. 63-400; s. 2, ch. 67-207; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch.
69-235; s. 3, ch. 70-392; s. 1, ch. 70-439; s. 16, ch. 77-108; s. 6, ch. 78-95; 5. 1, ch. 78-261; s.
4, ch. 78-323; ss. 1, 2, 3, ch. 81-129; s. 1, ch. 82-46; s. 2, ch. 83-265; ss. 2, 3, 4, ch. 87-25; s.
5, ch. 91-429; s. 62, ch. 93-169; s. 27, ch. 94-335; s. 1, ch. 2003-97.

Note.--Formers. 582.07.

582.08 Additional powers of department.--The Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services shall have the following additional duties and powers:

(1) To offer such assistance as may be appropriate to the supervisors of soil and water
conservation districts, organized as provided in s. 582.10, in the carrying out of any of their

powers and programs.
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(2) To keep the supervisors of each of the several districts organized under the provisions of
this chapter informed of the activities and experience of all other such districts, and to
facilitate an interchange of advice and experience between such districts and cooperation
between them.

(3) To coordinate the programs of the several soil and water conservation districts so
organized so far as this may be done by advice and consultation.

(4) To secure the cooperation and assistance of the United States and any of its agencies, and
of agencies and counties of this state, in the work of such districts, including the receipt and
expenditure of state, federal, and other funds or other contributions.

(5) To disseminate information throughout the state concerning the activities and programs of
the soil and water conservation districts so organized and to encourage the formation of such
districts in areas where their organization is desirable.

History.--s. 4, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 2, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(475); 5. 3, ch. 67-
207; s. 4, ch. 69-235; s. 4, ch. 70-392.

582.09 Administrative officer of soil and water conservation.--The department may employ
an administrative officer of soil and water conservation, and such technical experts and such
other employees, permanent and temporary, as it may require and shall determine their
qualifications, duties, and compensation.

History.--s. 4, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 2, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(475); s. 3, ch. 67-
207; s. 5, ch. 70-392.

582.10 Creation of soil and water conservation districts.--

(1) Any 10 percent of owners of land lying within the limits of the territory proposed to be
organized into a district may file a petition with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services, asking that a soil and -water conservation district be organized to function in the
territory described in the petition. Such petition shall set forth:

(a) The proposed name of said district.

(b) That there is need, in the interest of the public health, safety, and welfare, for a soil and
water conservation district to function in the territory described in the petition.

(c) A description of the territory proposed to be organized as a district, which description shall
not be required to be given by metes and bounds or by legal subdivisions, but shall be deemed
sufficient if generally accurate.

(d) A request that the department duly define the boundaries for such district; that a
referendum be held within the territory so defined on the question of the creation of a soil and
water conservation district in such territory; and that the department determine that such a
district be created.

(2) Where more than one petition is filed covering parts of the same territory the department
may consolidate all or any petitions.

History.--s. 5, ch. 18144, 1937, s. 3, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(476); s. 3, ch. 67-
207, ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 2, ch. 2003-97.

582.11 Hearing upon question of creation; notice, etc.--Within 30 days after such a petition
has been filed with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, it shall cause due
notice to be given of a proposed hearing upon the question of the desirability and necessity, in
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the interest of the public health, safety, and welfare, of the creation of such district, upon the
question of the appropriate boundaries to be assigned to such district, upon the propriety of
the petition and other proceedings taken under this chapter, and upon all questions relevant to
such inquiries. All owners and occupiers of land within the limits of the territory described in
the petition, and of lands within any territory considered for addition to such described
territory, and all other interested parties, shall have the right to attend such hearings and to
be heard. If it shall appear upon the hearing that it may be desirable to include within the
proposed district territory outside of the area within which due notice of the hearing has been
given, the hearing shall be adjourned and due notice of further hearing shall be given
throughout the entire area considered for inclusion in the district and such further hearing
held. After such hearing, if the department shall determine, upon the facts presented at such
hearing and upon such other relevant facts and information as may be available that there is
need, in the interest of the public health, safety, and welfare, for a soil and water
conservation district to function in the territory considered at the hearing, it shall make and
record such determination, and shall define, by metes and bounds or by legal subdivisions, the
boundaries of such district. In making such determination and in defining such boundaries, the
department shall give due weight and consideration to the topography of the area considered
and of the state, the composition of soils therein, the distribution of erosion, the prevailing
land use practices, the desirability and necessity of including within the boundaries the
particular lands under consideration and the benefits such lands may receive from being
included within such boundaries, the relation of the proposed area to existing watersheds and
agricultural regions, and to other soil and water conservation districts already organized or
proposed for organization under the provisions of this chapter, and such other physical,
geographical, and economic factors as are relevant, having due regard to the legislative
determinations set forth in this chapter. The territory to be included within such boundaries
need not be contiguous. If the department shall determine after such hearing, after due
consideration of the said relevant facts, that there is no need for a soil and water conservation
district to function in the territory considered at the hearing, it shall make and record such
determination and shall deny the petition. After 6 months shall have expired from the date of
the denial of any such petition, subsequent petitions covering the same or substantially the
same territory may be filed as aforesaid and new hearings held and determinations made
thereon.

History.--s. 5, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 3, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(476); s. 3, ch. 67-
207; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106. )

582.12 Referendum for creation.--After the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services has made and recorded a determination that there is need, in the interest of the
public health, safety, and welfare, for the organization of a district in a particular territory and
has defined the boundaries thereof, it shall consider the question whether the operation of a
district within such boundaries with the powers conferred upon soil and water conservation
districts in this chapter is administratively practicable and feasible. To assist the department in
the determination of such administrative practicability and feasibility, the department, within
a reasonable time after entry of the finding that there is need for the organization of the
proposed district and the determination of the boundaries thereof, shall hold a referendum
within the proposed district upon the proposition of the creation of the district, and cause due
notice of such referendum to be given. The question shall be submitted by ballots upon which
the words "For creation of a soil and water conservation district of the lands below described
and lying in the County (ies) of ; . (and) " and "Against creation of a soil and
water conservation district of the lands below described and lying in the County (ies) of

(and) " shall appear with a square before each proposition and a direction to insert an X
mark in the square before one or the other of said propositions as the voter may favor or
oppose creation of such district. The ballot shall set forth the boundaries of such proposed
district as determined by the department. All owners of lands lying within the boundaries of
the territory, as determined by the department, shall be eligible to vote in such referendum.
Only such landowners shall be eligible to vote.
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History.--s. 5, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 3, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(476); s. 3, ch. 67-
207; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106.

582.13 Expenses of referendum.--The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall
pay all expenses for the issuance of such notices and the conduct of such hearings and
referenda, and shall supervise the conduct of such hearings and referenda. It shall issue
appropriate regulations governing the conduct of such hearings and referenda, and providing
for the registration prior to the date of the referendum of all eligible voters, or prescribing
some other appropriate procedure for the determination of those eligible as voters in such
referendum. No informalities in the conduct of such referendum or in any matters relating
thereto shall invalidate said referendum or the result thereof if notice thereof shall have been
given substantially as provided in s. 582.12, and said referendum shall have been fairly

conducted.

History.--s. 5, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 3, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 41'5‘](4?6); ss. 14, 35, ch.
69-106.

582.14 Results of referendum; publication, etc.--The Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services shall publish the result of such referendum and shall thereafter consider and
determine whether the operation of the district within the defined boundaries is
administratively practicable and feasible. If the department shall determine that the operation
of such district is not administratively practicable and feasible, it shall record such
determination and deny the petition. If the department shall determine that the operation of
such district is administratively practicable and feasible, it shall record such determination and
shall proceed with the organization of the district in the manner hereinafter provided. In
making such determination the department shall give due regard and weight to the attitude of
the owners and occupiers of lands lying within the defined boundaries, the number of
landowners eligible to vote in such referendum who shall have voted, the proportion of the
votes cast in such referendum in favor of the creation of the district to the total number of
votes cast, the approximate wealth and income of the landowners and occupiers of the
proposed district, the probable expense of carrying on erosion-contro! operations within such
district, and such other economic and social factors as may be relevant to such determination
having due regard to the legislative determinations set forth in this chapter; provided,
however, that the department shall not determine that the operation of the proposed district
within the defined boundaries is administratively practicable and feasible unless at least a
majority of the votes cast in the referendum upon the proposition of creation of the district
shall have been cast in favor of the creation of such district.

History.--s. 5, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 3, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(476); ss. 14, 35, ch.
69-106.

582.15 Organization of district, etc.--

(1) If the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall determine that the operation
of the proposed district within the defined boundaries is administratively practicable and
feasible, any five of the petitioners who signed the petition for the creation of the proposed
district may present to the Department of State an application signed by them which shall set
forth (and such application need contain no details other than the mere recitals):

(a) That a petition for the creation of the district was filed with the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, and that the proceedings
specified in this chapter were taken pursuant to such petition; that the application is being
filed in order to complete the organization of the district under this chapter;

{b) The name which is proposed for the district; and
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(c) The location selected by the department to be the principal office of the supervisors of the
district.

The application shall be accompanied by a statement by the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, which shall certify {and such statement need contain no detail other than
the mere recitals) that a petition was filed, notice issued, and hearing held as aforesaid; that
the department did duly determine that there is need, in the interest of the public health,
safety, and welfare, for a soil and water conservation district to function in the proposed
territory and did define the boundaries thereof, that notice was given and a referendum held
on the question of the creation of such district, and that the result of such referendum showed
a majority of the votes cast in such referendum to be in favor of the creation of the district;
that thereafter the department did duly determine that the operation of the proposed district
is administratively practicable and feasible. The said statement shall set forth the boundaries
of the district as they have been defined by the department.

(2) The Department of State shall examine the application and statement and, if it finds that
the name proposed for the district is not identical with that of any other soil and water
conservation district of this state or so nearly similar as to lead to confusion or uncertainty, it
shall receive and file them and shall record them in an appropriate book of record in its office.
If the Department of State shall find that the name proposed for the district is identical with
that of any other soil and water conservation district of this state, or so nearly similar as to
lead to confusion and uncertainty, it shall certify such fact to the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services and to the five petitioners and the petitioners shall thereupon submit to
the Department of State a new name for the said district not subject to such defects. Upon
receipt of such new name, free of such defects, the Department of State shall record the
application and statement, with the name so modified, in an appropriate book of record in its
office. The Department of State shall make and issue a certificate under the seal of the state,
of the due organization of the said district, and shall record such certificate with the
application and statement. The boundaries of such district shall include the territory as
determined by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

(3) After 6 months shall have expired from the date of entry of a determination by the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services that operation of a proposed district is not
administratively practicable and feasible, and denial of a petition pursuant to such
determination, subsequent petitions may be filed as aforesaid, and action taken thereon in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

History.--s. 5, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 3, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(476); s. 7, ch.
22858, 1945; s. 1, ch. 25407, 1949; s. 3, ch. 67-207; ss. 10, 14, 35, ch. 69-106. :

582.16 Addition of territory to district or removal of territory therefrom.--Petitions for
including additional territory or removing territory within an existing district may be filed with
the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and the proceedings provided for in this
chapter in the case of petitions to organize a district shall be observed in the case of petitions
for such inclusion or removal. The department shall prescribe the form for such petition, which
shall be as nearly as may be in the form prescribed in this chapter for petitions to organize a
district. If the petition is signed by a majority of the landowners of such area, no referendum
need be held. In referenda upon petitions for such inclusions or removals, all owners of land
lying within the proposed area to be added or removed shall be eligible to vote.

History.--s. 5, ch. 18144, 1937; s.'3, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(476); s. 2, ch.
25407, 1949; s. 3, ch. 67-207; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106.

582.17 Presumption as to establishment.--In any suit, action or proceeding involving the
validity or enforcement of, or relating to, any contract, proceeding, or action of the district,
the district shall be deemed to have been established in accordance with the provisions of this
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chapter upon proof of the issuance of the aforesaid certificate by the Department of State. A
copy of such certificate duly certified by the Department of State shall be admissible in
evidence in any such suit, action, or proceeding and shall be proof of the filing and contents
thereof.

History.--s. 5, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 3, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(476); ss. 10, 35, ch.
69-106.

582.18 Election of supervisors of each district.--

(1) The election of supervisors for each soil and water conservation district shall be held every
2 years. The elections shall be held at the time of the general dection provided for by s.
100.041. The office of the supervisor of a soil and water conservation district is a nonpartisan
office, and candidates for such office are prohibited from campaigning or qualifying for
election based on party affiliation.

(a) Each candidate for supervisor for such district shall be nominated by nominating petition
subscribed by 25 or more qualified electors of such district. Candidates shall obtain signatures
on petition forms prescribed by the Department of State and furnished by the appropriate
qualifying officer. In multicounty districts, the appropriate qualifying officer is the Secretary of
State; in single-county districts, the appropriate qualifying officer is the supervisor of
elections. Such forms may be obtained at any time after the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in January preceding the election, but prior to the 21st day preceding the first day of
the qualifying period for state office. Each petition shall be submitted, prior to noon of the
21st day preceding the first day of the qualifying periad for state office, to the supervisor of
elections of the county for which such petition was circulated. The supervisor of elections shall
check the signatures on the petition to verify their status as electors in the district. Prior to
the first date for qualifying, the supervisor of elections shall determine whether the required
single-county signatures have been obtained; and she or he shall so notify the candidate. In the
case of a multicounty candidate, the supervisor of elections shall check the signatures on
petitions and shall, prior to the first date for qualifying for office, certify to the Department of
State the number shown as registered electors of the district. The Department of State shall
determine if the required number of signatures has been obtained for multicounty candidates
and shall so notify the candidate. If the required number of signatures has been obtained for
the name of the candidate to be placed on the ballot, the candidate shall, during the time
prescribed for qualifying for office in s. 99.061, submit a copy of the notice to, and file her or
his qualification papers with, the qualifying officer and take the oath prescribed in s. 99.021.

(b) Each nominee who collects or expends campaign contributions shall conduct her or his
campaign for supervisor of a soil and water conservation district in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 106. Candidates who neither receive contributions nor make
expenditures, other than expenditures for verification of signatures on petitions, are exempt
from the provisions of chapter 106 requiring establishment of bank accounts and appointment
of a campaign treasurer, but shall file periodic reports as required by s. 106.07.

(c) The names of all nominees on behalf of whom such nominating petitions have been filed
shall appear upon ballots in accordance with the general election laws. All qualified electors
residing within the district shall be eligible to vote in such election. The candidates who
receive the largest number of the votes cast from each group of candidates in such election
shall be the elected supervisors from such group for such district. In the case of a newly
created district participating in a regular election for the first time, three groups of candidates
shall be elected for terms of 4 years, and two groups shall be elected for initial terms of 2
years. Each candidate elected shall assume office on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
January following the election.
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(2) After the issuance of a certificate of organization of a soil and water conservation district
by the Department of State, or in the event of a vacancy resulting from death, resignation,
removal, or otherwise, each vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the remaining
supervisors of the district until the next regular election.

History.--s. 6, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 4, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(477); s. 2, ch.
28094, 1953; s. 3, ch. 67-207; ss. 10, 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 72-114; s. 2, ch. 74-53; s. 2,
ch. 78-261; s. 42, ch. 84-302; s. 45, ch. 90-315; s. 925, ch. 97-103; s. 31, ch. 2001-40; s. 88,
ch. 2002-1.

582.19 Qualifications and tenure of supervisors.--

(1) The governing body of the district shall consist of five supervisors, elected as provided
hereinabove.

(2) The supervisors shall designate a chair and may, from time to time, change such
designation by majority vote. The term of office of each supervisor shall be 4 years, except
that two supervisors shall be elected to serve for initial terms of 2 years, respectively, from
the date of their election as provided in this chapter. A supervisor shall hold office until her or
his successor has been elected and qualified. The selection of successors to fill an unexpired
term shall be in accordance with s. 582.18(2). Selection for a full term in a newly created
district shall be by election of the qualified electors of the district. A majority of the
supervisors shall constitute a quorum and the concurrence of a majority of the supervisors in
any matter within their duties shall be required for its determination. A supervisor shall receive
no compensation for her or his services, but she or he shall, with approval of the supervisors of
the district, be reimbursed for travel expenses as provided ins. 112.061.

(3) The supervisors may utilize the services of the county agricultural agents and the facilities
of the county agricultural agents' offices insofar as practicable and feasible and may employ
such additional employees and agents, permanent and temporary, as they may require, and
determine their qualifications, duties and compensation. The supervisors may delegate to their
chair, to one or more supervisors, or to one or more agents, or employees such powers and
duties as they may deem proper. The supervisors shall furnish to the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services, upon request, copies of such rules, regulations, orders, contracts,
forms and other documents as they shall adopt or employ, and such other information
concerning their activities as it may require in the performance of its duties under this

chapter.

(4) The supervisors shall provide for the execution of surety bonds for all employees and
officers who shall be entrusted with funds or property; shall provide for the keeping of a full
and accurate record of all proceedings and of all resolutions, regulations, and others issued or
adopted; and shall provide for an annual audit of the accounts of receipts and disbursements.
Any supervisors may be removed by the Governor of this state upon notice and hearing, for
neglect of duty or malfeasance in office, but for no other reason.

(5) The supervisors may invite the legislative body of any municipality or county located within
or near the territory comprised within the district to designate a representative to advise and
consult with the supervisors of the district on all questions of program and policy which may
affect the property, water supply, or other interest of such municipality or county.

History.--s. 7, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 5, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(478); s. 3, ch.
28094, 1953; s. 19, ch. 63-400; s. 3, ch. 67-207; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 74-53; s. 926,
ch. 97-103.

582.20 Powers of districts and supervisors.--A soil and water conservation district organized
under the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a governmental subdivision of this state,
and a public body corporate and politic, exercising public powers, and such district and the
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supervisors thereof, shall have the following powers, in addition to others granted in other
sections of this chapter:

(1) To conduct surveys, investigations, and research relating to the character of soil erosion
and floodwater and sediment damages, to the conservation, development and utilization of soil
and water resources and the disposal of water, and to the preventive and control measures and
works of improvement needed; to publish the results of such surveys, investigations, or
research; and to disseminate information concerning such preventive and control measures and
works of improvement; provided, however, that in order to avoid duplication of research
activities, no district shall initiate any research program except in cooperation with the
government of this state or any of its agencies, or with the United States or any of its agencies;

(2) To conduct demonstrational projects within the district on lands owned or controlled by
this state or any of its agencies, with the cooperation of the agency administering and having
jurisdiction thereof, and on any other lands within the district upon obtaining the consent of
the owner and occupiers of such lands or the necessary rights or interests in such lands, in
order to demonstrate by example the means, methods, and measures by which soil and soil
resources may be conserved, and soil erosion in the form of soil blowing and soil washing may
be prevented and controlled, and works of improvement for flood prevention or the
conservation, development and utilization of soil and water resources, and the disposal of
water may be carried out;

(3) To carry out preventive and control measures and works of improvement for flood
prevention or the conservation, development and utilization of soil and water resources, and
the disposal of water within the district, including, but not limited to, engineering operations,
methods of cultivation, the growing of vegetation, changes in use of land, and the measures
listed in s. 582.04 on lands owned or controlled by this state or any of its agencies, with the
cooperation of the agency administering and having_jurisdiction thereof, and on any other lands
within the district upon obtaining the consent of the owner and the occupiers of such lands or
the necessary rights or interests in such lands;

(4) To cooperate, or enter into agreements with, and within the limits of appropriations duly
made available to it by law, to furnish financial or other aid to, any agency, governmental or
otherwise, or any owner or occupier of lands within the district, in the carrying on of erosion
control or prevention operations and works of improvement for flood prevention or the
conservation, development and utilization, of soil and water resources and the disposal of
water within the district, subject to such conditions as the supervisors may deem necessary to
advance the purpaoses of this chapter;

(5) To obtain options upon and to acquire, by purchase, exchange, lease, gift, grant, bequest,
devise or otherwise, any property, real or personal, or rights or interests therein; to maintain,
administer, and improve any properties acquired, to receive income from such properties and
to expend such income in carrying out the purposes and provisions of this chapter; and to sell,
lease, or otherwise dispose of any of its property or interests therein in furtherance of the
purposes and the provisions of this chapter; '

(6) To make available, on such terms as it shall prescribe, to landowners and occupiers within
the district, agricultural and engineering machinery and equipment, fertilizer, seeds and
seedlings, and such other material or equipment, as will assist such landowners and occupiers
to carry on operations upon their lands for the conservation of soil resources and for the
prevention or control of soil erosion and for flood prevention or the conservation, development
and utilization, of soil and water resources and the disposal of water;

(7} To construct, improve, operate and maintain such structures as may be necessary or
convenient for the performance of any of the operations authorized in this chapter;
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(8) To develop comprehensive plans for the conservation of soil and water resources and for
the control and prevention of soil erosion and for flood prevention or the conservation,
development and utilization of soil and water resources, and the disposal of water within the
district, which plans shall specify in such detail as may be possible the acts, procedures,
performances, and avoidances which are necessary or desirable for the effectuation of such
plans, including the specification of engineering operations, methods of cultivation, the
growing of vegetation, cropping programs, tillage practices, and changes in use of land; control
of artesian wells; and to publish such plans and information and bring them to the attention of
owners and occupiers of lands within the district;

(9) To take over, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, and to administer any soil-conservation,
erosion-control, erosion-prevention project, or any project for flood-prevention or for the
conservation, development and utilization of soil and water resources, and the disposal of
water, located within its boundaries undertaken by the United States or any of its agencies, or
by this state or any of its agencies; to manage as agent of the United States or any of its
agencies, or of the state or any of its agencies, any soil-conservation, erosion-control, erosion-
prevention, or any project for flood-prevention or for the conservation, development, and
utilization of soil and water resources, and the disposal of water within its boundaries; to act
as agent for the United States, or any of its agencies, or for the state or any of its agencies, in
connection with the acquisition, construction, operation or administration of any soil-
conservation, erosion-control, erosion-prevention, or any praoject for flood-prevention or for
the conservation, development and utilization of soil and water resources, and the disposal of
water within its boundaries; to accept donations, gifts, and contributions in money, services,
materials, or otherwise, from the United States or any of its agencies, or from this state or any
of its agencies, or from others, and to use or expend such moneys, services, materials or other
contributions in carrying on its operations;

(10) To sue and be sued in the name of the district; to have a seal, which seal shall be
judicially noticed; to have perpetual succession unless terminated as provided in this chapter;
to make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise
of its powers; upon a majority vote of the supervisors of the district, to borrow money and to
execute promissory notes and other evidences of indebtedness in connection therewith, and to
pledge, mortgage, and assign the income of the district and its personal property as security
therefor, the notes and other evidences of indebtedness to be general obligations only of the
district and in no event to constitute an indebtedness for which the faith and credit of the
state or any of its revenues are pledged; to make, amend, and repeal rules and regulations not
inconsistent with this chapter to carry into effect its purposes and powers.

(11) As a condition to the extending of any benefits under this chapter to, or the performance
of work upon, any lands not owned or controlled by this state or any of its agencies, the
supervisors may require contributions in money, services, materials, or otherwise to any
operations conferring such benefits, and may require landowners and occupiers to enter into
and perform such agreements or covenants as to the permanent use of such lands as will tend
to prevent or control erosion and prevent floodwater and sediment damages thereon;

(12) No provisions with respect to the acquisition, operation, or disposition of property by
public bodies of this state shall be applicable to a district organized hereunder unless the
Legistature shall specifically so state. The property and property rights of every kind and
nature acquired by any district organized under the provisions of this chapter shall be exempt
from state, county, and other taxation.

History.--s. 8, ch. 18144, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(479); s. 7, ch. 22858, 1945; s. 2, ch. 65-
334; s. 3, ch. 67-207; s. 5, ch. 69-235.

582.21 Adoption of land use regulations.--
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(1) The supervisors of any district shall have authority to formulate regulations governing the
use of lands within the district in the interest of conserving soil and soil resources, and
preventing and controlling soil erosion. The supervisors may conduct such public meetings and
public hearings upon tentative regulations as may be necessary to assist them in this work. The
supervisors shall not have authority to adopt such land use regulations until after they shall
have caused due notice to be given of their intention to conduct a referendum for submission
of such regulations to the owners of lands lying within the boundaries of the district, for their
indication of approval or disapproval of such proposed regulations, and until after the
supervisors have considered the result of such referendum. Copies of such proposed regulations
shall be available for the inspection of all eligible voters during the period between publication
of such notice and the date of the referendum. The notices of the referendum shall recite the
contents of such proposed regulations, or shall state where copies of such proposed regulations
may be examined. The question shall be submitted by ballots, upon which the words "For
approval of proposed land use regulations for the conservation of soil and prevention of
ercsion” and "Against approval of proposed land use regulations for conservation of soil and
prevention of erosion” shall appear, with a square before each proposition and a direction to
insert an X mark in the square before one or the other of said propositions as the voter may
favor or oppose approval of such proposed regulations. The supervisors shall supervise such
referendum, shall prescribe appropriate regulations governing the conduct thereof, and shall
publish the result thereof. All owners of lands within the district shall be eligible to vote in
such referendum. Only such landowners shall be eligible to vote. No informalities in the
conduct of such referendum or in any matters relating thereto shall invalidate said referendum
or the result thereof if notice thereof shall have been given substantially as herein provided
and said referendum shall have been fairly conducted.

(2) The supervisors shall not adopt such proposed regulations unless at least a majority of the
votes cast in such referendum shall have been cast for approval of the said proposed
regulations. The approval of the proposed regulations by a majority of the votes cast in such
referendum shall not be deemed to require the supervisors to adopt such proposed regulations.
Land use regulations adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section by the supervisors of
any district shall be binding and obligatory upon all owners and occupiers of land within such
districts.

(3) Land use regulations adopted pursuant to the provisions of this section shall not be
amended, supplemented, or repealed except in accordance with the procedure prescribed in
this section for adoption of land use regulations. Referenda of adoption, amendment,
supplementation, or repeal of land use regulations shall not be held more often than once in 6
months.

History.--s. 9, ch. 18144, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(480); s. 6, ch. 78-95.

582.22 Regulations; contents.--The regulations to be adopted by the supervisors under the
provisions of this chapter may include:

(1) Provisions requiring the carrying out of necessary engineering operations, including the
construction of terraces, terrace outlets, check dams, dikes, ponds, ditches, and other

necessary structures;

(2) Provisions requiring observance of particular methods of cultivation including contour
cultivating, contour furrowing, lister furrowing, sowing, planting, strip-cropping, changes in
cropping systems, seeding, and planting of lands to water-conserving and erosion-preventing
plants, trees and grasses, forestation, and reforestation;

(3) Specifications of cropping programs and tillage practices to be observed,
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(4) Provisions requiring the retirement from cultivation of highly erosive areas or of areas on
which erosion may not be adequately controlled if cultivation is carried on;

(5) Provisions for such other means, measures, operations and programs as may assist
conservation of soil resources and prevent or control soil erosion in the district, having due
regard to the legislative findings set forth in this chapter.

The regulations shall be uniform throughout the territory comprised within the district except
that the supervisors may classify the lands within the district with reference to such factors as
soil type, degree of slope, degree of erosion threatened or existing, cropping and tillage
practices in use, and other relevant factors, and may provide regulations varying with the type
or class of land affected, but uniform as to all lands within each class or type. Copies of land
use regulations adopted under the provisions of this chapter shall be printed and made
available to all owners and occupiers of lands lying within the district.

History.--s. 9, ch. 18144, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(480).
582.23 Performance of work under the regulations by the supervisors.--

(1) The supervisors may go upon any lands within the district to determine whether land use
regulations adopted are being observed. Where the supervisors of any district shall find that
any of the provisions of land use regulations adopted are not being observed on particular
lands, and that such nonobservance tends to increase erosion on such lands and is interfering
with the prevention or control of erosion on other lands within the district, the supervisors may
present to the circuit court for the county or counties within which the lands of the defendant
may lie, a petition, duly verified, setting forth the adoption of the land use regulations, the
failure of the defendant landowner or occupier to observe such regulations, and to perform
particular work, operations, or avoidances as required thereby, and that such nonobservance
tends to increase erosion on such lands and is interfering with the prevention or control of
erosion on other lands within the district, and praying the court to require the defendant to
perform the work, operations, or avoidances within a reasonable time and to order that if the
defendant shall fail so to perform the supervisors may go on the land, perform the work or
other operations or otherwise bring the condition of such lands into conformity with the
requirements of such regulations, and recover the costs and expenses thereof, with interest,
from the owner of such land. Upon the presentation of such petition the court shall cause
process to be issued against the defendant, and shall hear the case. If it shall appear to the
court that testimony is necessary for the proper disposition of the matter, it may take evidence
or appoint a special magistrate to take such evidence as it may direct and report the same to
the court within her or his findings of fact and conclusions of law, which shall constitute a part
of the proceedings upon which the determination of the court shall be made.

(2) The court may dismiss the petition; or it may require the defendant to perform the work,
operations, or avoidances, and may provide that upon the failure of the defendant to initiate
such performance within the time specified in the order of the court, and to prosecute the
same to completion with reasonable diligence, the supervisors may enter upon the lands
involved and perform the work or operations, or otherwise bring the conditions of such lands
into conformity with the requirements of the regulations and recover the costs and expenses
thereof, with interest at the rate of 5 percent per annum, from the owner of such lands.

(3) The court shall retain the jurisdiction of the case until after the work has been completed.
Upon completion of such work pursuant to such order of the court the supervisors may file a
petition with the court, a copy of which shall be served upon the defendant in the case, stating
the costs and expenses sustained by them in the performance of the work and praying
judgment therefor with interest. The court shall have jurisdiction to enter judgment for the
amount of such costs and expenses, with interest at the rate of 5 percent per annum until paid,
together with the costs of suit, including a reasonable attorney's fee to be fixed by the court.
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History.--s. 10, ch. 18144, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(481); s. 26, ch. 73-334; s. 927, ch. 97-
103; s. 92, ch. 2004-11.

582.24 Board of adjustment.--Where the supervisors of any district organized under the
provisions of this chapter shall adopt an ordinance prescribing land use regulations, said
supervisors shall constitute, and be ex officio members of, a board of adjustment to hear and
consider petitions which may be submitted to such board by any landowner in the district
praying for relief from any of the provisions of the said land use regulations.

History.--s. 11, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 6, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(482).

582.25 Rules of procedure of board.--The board of adjustment shall adopt rules to govern its
procedures, which rules shall be in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and with the
provisions of any ordinance adopted pursuant to this chapter. The board shall designate a chair
from among its members, and may, from time to time, change such designation. Meetings of
the board shall be held at the call of the chair and at such other times as the board may
determine. Any three members of the board shall constitute a quorum. The chair, or in her or
his absence such other member of the board as she or he may designate to serve as acting
chair, may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. All meetings of the board
shall be open to the public. The board shall keep a full and accurate record of all proceedings
and of all documents filed in its office, which shall be a public record.

History.-s. 11, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 6, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(482); s. 928, ch.
97-103.

582.26 Petition to board to vary from regulations.--Any landowner or occupier may file a
petition with the board of adjustment alleging that there are great practical difficulties or
unnecessary hardship in the way of her or his carrying out upon her or his lands the strict letter
of the land use regulations prescribed by ordinance approved by the supervisors and praying
the board to authorize a variance from the terms of the land use regulations in the application
of such regulations to the lands occupied by the petitioner. Copies of such petition shall be
filed by the petitioner with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall have the right to appear and be heard
at such hearing. Any owner or occupier of lands lying within the district who shall object to the
authorizing of the variance prayed for may intervene and become a party to the proceedings. If
the board shall determine that there are great practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship in
the way of applying the strict letter of any of the land use regulations upon the lands of the
petitioner, it shall have power by order to authorize such variance from the terms of the land
use regulations, in their application to the lands of the petitioner, as will relieve such great
practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship and will not be contrary to the public interest,
and such that the spirit of the land use regulations shall be observed, the public health, safety,
and welfare secured, and substantial justice done.

History.--s. 11, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 6, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(482); s. 3, ch. 67-
207; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 6, ch. 78-95; s. 929, ch. 97-103.

582.28 Cooperation between districts.--The supervisors of any two or more districts
organized under the provisions of this chapter may cooperate with one another in the exercise
of any or all powers conferred in this chapter.

History.--s. 12, ch. 18144, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(483).

582.29 State agencies to cooperate.--Agencies of this state which shall have jurisdiction
over, or be charged with, the administration of any state-owned lands, and of any county, or
other governmental subdivision of the state, which shall have jurisdiction over, or be charged
with the administration of, any county-owned or other publicly owned lands, lying within the
boundaries of any district organized under this chapter, shall cooperate to the fullest extent
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with the supervisors of such districts in the effectuation of programs and operations
undertaken by the supervisors under the provisions of this chapter. The supervisors of such
districts shall be given free access to enter and perform work upon such publicly owned lands.
The provisions of land use regulations adopted shall be in all respects observed by the agencies
administering such publicly owned lands.

History.--s. 13, ch. 18144, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(484).
582.30 Discontinuance of districts; referendum; commissioner's authority.--

(1) Any time after 5 years from the organization of a district under the provisions of this
chapter, any 10 percent of owners of land lying within the boundaries of such district may file
a petition with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services praying that the
operations of the district be terminated and the existence of the district discontinued. The
department may conduct such public meetings and public hearings upon petition as may be
necessary to assist it in the consideration thereof. Within 60 days after such a petition has been
received by the department it shall give due notice of the holding of a referendum, and shall
supervise such referendum, and issue appropriate regulations governing the conduct thereof,
the question to be submitted by ballots upon which the words “For terminating the existence of
the (Name of the soil and water conservation district to be here inserted)" and "Against
terminating the existence of the (Name of the soil and water conservation district to be
here inserted)" shall appear with a square before each proposition and a direction to insert an
X mark in the square before one or the other of said propositions as the voter may favor or
oppose discontinuance of such district. All owners of lands lying within the boundaries of the
district shall be eligible to vote in such referendum. Only such landowners shall be eligible to
vote. No informalities in the conduct of such referendum or in any matters relating thereto
shall invalidate said referendum or the result thereof if notice thereof shall have been given
substantially as herein provided and said referendum shall have been fairly conducted.

(2) If two-thirds or more of the qualified voters in such referendum shall have voted for the
discontinuance of the district, the department shall certify to the supervisors of the district the
result of such referendum and that the continued operation of the district is not
administratively practicable and feasible.

(3) In the alternative, upon review and recommendation of the Soil and Water Conservation
Council regarding the continued viability of a district, the Commissioner of Agriculture may
dissolve or discontinue such district if the commissioner certifies that the continued operation
of the district is not administratively practicable and feasible. Notice of such proposed
certification shall be published once a week for 2 weeks in a newspaper of general circulation
within the county or counties wherein the district is located, stating the name of the district
and a general description of the territory included in the district, and requiring that any
objections to the proposed dissolution or any claims against the assets of the district must be
filed with the department clerk not later than 60 days following the date of last publication.

History.--s. 14, ch. 18144, 1937: s. 7, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(485); s. 3, ch. 67-
207; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 2003-97.

582.31 Certification of results of referendum; dissolution.--Upon receipt from the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services of a certification that the department has
determined that the continued operation of the district is not administratively practicable and
feasible, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, the supervisors shall forthwith proceed to
terminate the affairs of the district. The supervisors shall dispose of all property belonging to
the district at public auction and shall pay over the proceeds of such sale to be converted into
the State Treasury, which amount shall be placed to the credit of the department for the
purpose of liquidating any legal obligations said district may have at the time of its
discontinuance. The supervisors shall thereupon file an application, duly verified, with the
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Department of State for the discontinuance of such district, and shall transmit with such
application the certificate of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services setting
forth the determination of the department that the continued operation of such district is not
administratively practicable and feasible. The application shall recite that the property of the
district has been disposed of and the proceeds paid over as in this section provided, and shall
set forth a full accounting of such properties and proceeds of the sale. The Department of
State shall issue to the supervisors a certificate of dissolution and shall record such certificate
in an appropriate book of record in its office.

History.--s. 14, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 7, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(485); s. 3, ch. 67-
207; ss. 10, 14, 35, ch. 69-106.

582.32 Continuance of existing contracts, etc.--

(1) Upon issuance of a certificate of dissolution all land use regulations theretofore adopted
and in force within such districts shall be of no further force and effect. All contracts
theretofore entered into, to which the district or supervisors are parties, shall remain in force
and effect for the period provided in such contracts. The Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services shall be substituted for the district or supervisors as party to such contracts.
The department shall be entitled to all benefits and subject to all liabilities under such
contracts and shall have the same right and liability to perform, to require performance, and
to modify or terminate such contracts by mutual consent or otherwise, as the supervisors of the
district would have had. Such dissolution shall not affect the lien of any judgment entered
under the provisions of this chapter, nor the pendency of any action instituted under the
provisions of this chapter, and the department shall succeed to all the rights and obligations of
the district or supervisors as to such liens and actions.

(2) The department shall not be required to entertain petitions for the discontinuance of any
district nor conduct referenda upon such petitions nor make determinations pursuant to such
petitions in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, more often than once in 5 years.

History.--s. 14, ch. 18144, 1937; s. 7, ch. 19473, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 4151(485); s. 3, ch. 67-
207: ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106.

582.331 Establishment of watershed improvement districts within soil and water
conservation districts authorized.--Watershed improvement districts may be formed as
subdistricts of soil and water conservation districts, in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter, for the development and execution of plans and projects for works of improvement
for the control and prevention of soil erosion, flood prevention, conservation, development,
and utilization of soil and water resources, disposal of water, fish and wildlife or recreational
development, preservation and protection of land and water resources, and protection and
promotion of the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of this state.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235.
582.34 Petition for establishment; provisions.--

(1) The owners of the major portion of land lying within the limits of a proposed watershed
improvement district may file a petition with the supervisors of the soil and water conservation
district in which the proposed watershed improvement district is situated asking that a
watershed improvement district be organized to function in the area described in the petition.

(2) The petition shall set forth:

(a) The proposed name of the watershed improvement district.
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(b) That there is need, in the interest of the public health, safety, and welfare for a
watershed improvement district to function in the area described in the petition.

(c) A description of the aréa proposed to be organized as a watershed improvement district,
which description shall be deemed sufficient if generally accurate.

(d) That the land within the area described in the petition is contiguous and is situated in the
same watershed.

(e) The maximum millage rate, including not more than 1 mill for maintenance, expressed in
mills on each dollar of assessed valuation at which taxes may be levied for any 1 fiscal year for
the purposes of the watershed improvement district or to amortize indebtedness or bonds.

() A request that the area described in the petition be established as a watershed
improvement district.

(3) Land lying within the limits of one watershed improvement district shall not be included in
another watershed improvement district.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235.

582.35 Notice and hearing on petition; determination of need for district; boundaries.--
Within 60 days after a petition has been filed with the supervisors of the soil and water
conservation district, the supervisors shall cause due notice to be given of a public hearing
upon the practicability and feasibility of creating the proposed watershed improvement
district. All owners of land within the proposed district and all other interested parties shall
have the right to attend such a hearing and to be heard. If the supervisors determine from the
hearing that there is need, in the interest of public heaith, safety, and welfare, for the
organization of the proposed district, they shall record such determination and shall define the
boundaries of the watershed improvement district.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235.

582.36 Determination of feasibility of proposed district; referendum.--After the supervisors
have determined that a need for the proposed watershed improvement district exists, have
defined the boundaries of the proposed district, and have obtained the approval of the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for the formation of the proposed district,
the supervisors shall consider the question of whether the operation of the proposed district is
administratively practicable and feasible. To assist the supervisors in determining such
question, a referendum shall be held by the supervisors upon the proposition of the creation of
the proposed district. Due notice of such referendum shall be given by the supervisors, and
ballots therefor shall be in substantially the form set forth in s. 582.12, but the proposed
district and name thereof shall be substituted for the soil and water conservation district, and
the millage rate to be approved by the electors who are owners of freeholds within the
proposed district not wholly exempt from taxation shall be included. At such referendum each
owner of land lying within the proposed district shall be entitled to cast one vote, in person or
by proxy, for each acre or fractional part thereof of land within the proposed district belonging
to such owner, except that only one vote may be cast for each such acre or fractional part
thereof regardless of whether the legal title thereto is held in single or multiple ownership.
The supervisors may prescribe such rules and regulations governing the conduct of the hearing
and referendum as they deem necessary.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106.

582.37 Consideration of results of referendum; declaration of organization of district.--The
results of the referendum shall be considered by the supervisors in determining whether the
operation of the proposed watershed improvement district is administratively practicable and
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feasible. If the supervisors determine that the operation of the proposed district is not
administratively practicable and feasible, they shall record such determination and deny the
petition. If the supervisors determine that the operation of the proposed district is
administratively practicable and feasible, they shall record such determination in the manner
hereinafter provided, provided, however, that the supervisors shall not be authorized to
determine that the operation of the proposed district is administratively practicable and
feasible unless at least a majority of the votes cast in the referendum, representing not less
than a majority of the land area within the proposed district, shall have been cast in favor of
the creation of the watershed improvement district.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235.

582.38 Organization of district; certification to clerks of circuit courts; limitation on tax
rate.--If the supervisors determine that the operation of the proposed watershed improvement
district is administratively practicable and feasible, they shall declare the watershed
improvement district to be duly organized and shall record such fact in their official minutes.
Following such entry in their official minutes, the supervisors shall certify the fact of the
creation of the district to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and shall
furnish a copy of such certification to the clerk of the circuit court of each county in which any
portion of the watershed improvement district is situated for recordation in the public land
records of each such county. The watershed improvement district shall thereupon constitute a
governmental subdivision of this state and a public body corporate and politic. The rate at
which taxes for any one fiscal year may be levied for the purposes of the watershed
improvement district shall be subject to the limitations set forth in s. 582.44.,

History.-s. 6, ch. 63-235; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106.

582.39 Establishment of watershed improvement district situated in more than one soil
and water conservation district.--If a proposed watershed improvement district is situated in
more than one soil and water conservation district, copies of the petition for the establishment
of such district shall be presented to the board of supervisors of each of the soil and water
conservation districts in which the proposed district is situated, and the supervisors of all such
soil and water conservation districts affected shall act jointly as a board of supervisors with
respect to all matters concerning the watershed improvement district, including its creation.
Such watershed improvement district shall be organized in like manner and shall have the same
powers and duties as a watershed improvement district situated entirely in one soil and water
conservation district.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235.

582.40 Change of district boundaries; additions, detachments, transfers of land from one
district to another; change of district name.--

(1) Any one or more owners of land may petition the board of supervisors of the soil and water
conservation district in which a watershed improvement district is situated to have their lands
added to the watershed improvement district. The petition shall also be signed by the owners
of a majority of the land area within the watershed improvement district, and shall be subject
to approval by the board of directors of the watershed improvement district. The petition shall
describe the land desired to be annexed and state the number of acres of land involved and
other information pertinent to such proposal.

(2) Within 30 days after such petition is filed, the board shall cause due notice to be given of a
hearing on the petition. All interested parties shall have a right to attend the hearing and be
heard. The board shall determine whether the lands described in the petition or any portion
thereof shall be included in the watershed improvement district. If it is determined that such
land should be added, the board shall certify this fact to the Department of Agriculture and
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Consumer Services and furnish a copy of such certification to the clerk of the circuit court of
each county in which any portion of the added lands is situated for recordation in the public
land records of each such county.

(3) The owner or owners of land which is not benefited by its inclusion in a watershed
improvement district may petition the board of supervisors of the soil and water conservation
district in which the watershed improvement district is situated to have such land excluded
from the district. The petition shall describe the land and state the reasons why it should be
excluded. A hearing shall be held within 60 days after the petition is received. Due notice of
the hearing shall be given by the board. If it is determined by the board that such land is not
benefited by its inclusion in the watershed improvement district, such land shall be excluded
from the district. The board shall certify such determination to the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services and shall furnish a copy of such certification to the clerk of the circuit
court of each county in which any portion of such excluded land is situated for recordation in
the public land records of each such county.

(4) Landowners desiring a transfer of their land from one watershed improvement district to
another may file a petition for such transfer with the board of supervisors of the soil and water
conservation district in which the watershed improvement district is situated. The board of
supervisors may hold such hearings as it deems appropriate to enable it to make a
determination as to the desirability of the proposed transfer of land. If the board makes a
determination in favor of such transfer of land, it shall certify such determination, setting out
the new boundaries of the watershed improvement districts involved, to the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, and shall furnish a copy of such certification to the clerk of
the circuit court of each county in which the affected watershed improvement districts are
situated for recordation in the public land records of each such county.

(5) Landowners within a watershed improvement district desiring a change of name of such
district may file a petition for such change of name with the board of supervisors of the soil
and water conservation district in which the watershed improvement district is situated. If the
board approves the change of name, it shall certify the fact of such change of name to the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and shall furnish a copy of such certification
to the clerk of the circuit court of the county or counties in which the watershed improvement
district is situated for recordation in the public land records of each such county.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106.
582.41 Board of directors of district.--

(1) Petitions to nominate candidates for directors of the watershed improvement district may
be filed with the board of supervisors of the soil and water conservation district in which the
watershed improvement district is situated. No such nominating petition shall be accepted by
the board unless it is signed by at least 10 owners of land lying within the watershed
improvement district or by a majority of such owners if there be less than 10. Such owners may
sign more than one nominating petition to nominate more than one candidate for director. No
person shall be eligible to be a director unless she or he is an owner of land within the
watershed improvement district in which she or he seeks election.

(2) Within 30 days after a watershed improvement district is established, the board of
supervisors of the soil and water conservation district in which the watershed improvement
district is situated, or the joint board if more than one district is affected, shall cause an
election to be held for the election of a board of three directors of the watershed improvement
district. Due notice of such election shall be given by the board to supervisors. At such election
each owner of land lying within the watershed improvement district shall be entitled to cast
one vote, in person or by proxy, for each acre or fractional part thereof of land within the
watershed improvement district belonging to such owner, except that only one vote may be
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cast for each such acre or fractional part thereof regardless of whether the legal title thereto
is held in single or muitiple ownership. The three persons receiving the highest number of votes
shall be declared elected as directors. The first board of directors shall determine by lot from
among its membership one member to serve a term of 3 years, one member to serve a term of
2 years, and one member to serve a term of 1 year; thereafter, as these initial terms expire,
the members of the board of directors shall be elected for terms of 3 years. Vacancies
occurring before the expiration of a term shall be filled for the unexpired term by appointment
by the remaining members of the board of directors with the approval of the board of
supervisors. The board of directors shall, under the supervision of the board of supervisors, be
the governing body of the watershed improvement district. The board of directors shall
annually elect from its membership a chair and vice chair.

(3) A director shall receive compensation for her or his service at the rate of $10 per day for
those days on which she or he renders services pursuant to this chapter. A director shall also be
entitled to expenses in the same amount and extent as provided for public officers and
employees of the state ins. 112.061.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235; s. 930, ch. 97-103.

582.42 Officers, agents, and employees; surety bonds; annual audit.--The board of
directors may, with the approval of the board of supervisors of the soil and water conservation
district in which the watershed improvement district is situated, or the joint board if more
than one district is affected, employ such officers, agents, and other employees as they may
require, and shall determine their qualifications, duties, and compensation. The board of
directors shall provide for the execution of surety bonds for such officers, agents, and
employees as shall be entrusted with funds or property of the watershed improvement district,
and for the making and publication of an annual audit of the accounts of the district.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235.

582.43 Status and general powers of districts; power to levy tax; power to construct,
operate, improve and maintain works of improvement; power to obtain necessary lands or
interests therein.--A watershed improvement district organized under the provisions of this
chapter shall constitute a governmental subdivision of this state, and a public body corporate
and politic, exercising public powers. Such district shall exercise its powers and duties under
the supervision of the board of supervisors of the soil and water conservation district in which
it is situated, or the joint board if more than one district is affected. The watershed
improvement district shall have all of the powers of such soil and water conservation district,
and in addition thereto shall have authority to levy a tax, as hereinafter provided, to be used
for the purposes of the watershed improvement district; to acquire by purchase, gift, grant,
bequest, devise, or other legal means, including by eminent domain proceedings in accordance
with chapter 73, such lands or interests therein as are necessary for the exercise of any
authorized function of the district, including needed or necessary real property outside of the
district needed in connection with the administration of this law,; to borrow money and issue
bonds as hereinafter provided; and to construct, improve, operate, and maintain such
structures and works as may be necessary for the performance and carrying on of any function
authorized by this law.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235.

582.44 Levy of taxes; procedure, etc.--The board of directors of a district is authorized to
levy annually a uniform ad valorem tax on all taxable property in the district as determined for
county taxing purposes, not to exceed the amount necessary to provide the funds necessary for
the purpose of maintaining, operating, and administering such district and obtaining necessary
rights-of-way for the works of the district; however, such tax shall not exceed the rate of 3
mills on the dollar of the assessed value of such property or such rate approved by the qualified



electors of the district pursuant to s. 582.36. The district shall be deemed a district within the
purview of former ss. 193.03 and 193.031, whether within the purview and intention of such
sections or not, for the purposes of the assessment, collection, and distribution of the taxes
herein provided for. Upon the equalization of the county tax rolls, the governing board of the
district shall be furnished with the same information furnished by the property appraiser to the
taxing authorities of the county and taxing districts for use in determining the millages to be
imposed by them. Upon the determination by the board of the taxing district of the millages to
be imposed by it, it shall forthwith notify the boards of county commissioners of the counties
wherein the district lies, who shall include such millages in their directives to the property
appraisers. Upon receipt of these millages, the property appraisers shall impose and assess
such taxes in the usual manner, to be collected and distributed in the usual manner. For
purposes of taxation, the district shall be treated as a taxing district. Such district tax
assessments shall be liens against the properties assessed as is provided for in s. 197.122. The
taxes of the district, when distributed in the usual manner, shall be paid into the depository of
the district to the credit of the district to be expended in the usual manner for like district.
Expenditures from such funds shall be made with the approval of the board of supervisors of
the soil and water conservation district or districts in which the watershed improvement
district is situated on requisition by the chair or vice chair of the board of directors of the
watershed improvement district.

History.-s. 6, ch. 69-235; s. 1, ch. 77-102: s. 201, ch. 77-104; s. 36, ch. 82-226; s. 216, ch. 85-
342; s. 931, ch. 97-103.

582.45 Fiscal powers of governing body; bonds, etc.--The board of directors of any
watershed improvement district shall have power, subject to the conditions and limitations of
this chapter, to incur indebtedness and issue bonds of the watershed improvement district;
however, such bonds shall be issued in full conformity with s. 12, Art. VIl, of the Revised State
Constitution, and chapter 100 insofar as said chapter relates to bond elections under said s. 12,
Art. VIl of the Constitution.

History.--s. 6, ch. 63-235.

582.46 Additional powers and authority.--The authority and powers herein granted
watershed improvement districts shall be additional to those of the soil and water conservation
district in which the watershed improvement district is situated. The soil and water
conservation district shall be authorized, notwithstanding the creation of the watershed
improvement district, to continue to exercise its authority within the boundaries of the
watershed improvement district.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235.

582.47 Watershed improvement district to coordinate work with flood control districts.--
The board of directors of any watershed improvement district located within the Southwest
Florida Water Management District created by chapter 61-691, Laws of Florida, or the Central
and Southern Florida Flood Control District created by chapter 25270, Laws of Florida, 1949,
shall consult and advise with the boards of such districts in order to coordinate the work of the
districts involved.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235.
582.48 Discontinuance of watershed improvement district.--

(1) At any time after 5 years from the organization of a watershed improvement district, the
owners of not less than 25 percent of the land area within such district may file a petition with
the board of supervisors of the soil and water conservation district or districts in which the
watershed improvement district is situated requesting that the existence of the watershed
improvement district be discontinued. The petition shall state the reasons for discontinuance,
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and that all maintenance and operation assurances and other obligations of the district have
been met. A copy of such petition shall be furnished to the Department of Agriculture and

Consumer Services.

(2) After giving due notice of a hearing on such petition, the board of supervisors may conduct
such hearing on the petition as may be necessary to assist it in making a determination.

(3) Within 60 days after the petition is filed, a referendum shall be held by the board of
supervisors substantially as provided for in ss. 582.36 and 582.37. No informalities in the
conduct of the referendum or in any matters relating to the referendum shalil invalidate it or
its results if due notice of the referendum has been given.

(4) If a majority of the votes cast in such referendum, representing a majority of the land area
within the watershed improvement district, shall have been cast in favor of the discontinuance
of the watershed improvement district, and the board of supervisors determines that all
maintenance and operation assurances and other obligations of the district have been met, the
watershed improvement district shall be discontinued. A copy of such determination and
discontinuance shall be certified to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and
to the clerk of the circuit court of each county in which any portion of the watershed
improvement district is situated for recordation in the public land records of such county.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106.

582.49 Discontinuance of soil and water conservation district.--If any soil and water
conservation district in which a watershed improvement district is situated is discontinued, the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall thereafter serve in the same supervising
capacity over the watershed improvement district as was theretofore served by the board of
supervisors of such soil and water conservation district.

History.--s. 6, ch. 69-235; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106.
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FILE NOW: ':ﬂLgaNs FEE IS $61.25

NONPROFIT
CORPORATION
ANNUAL REPORT

1997
DOCUMENT # N95000000594 (0)

1. Corporation Name

GADSDEN SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT, INC.

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Sandra B, Mortham '
Secretary of State
DIVISION OF CORPORATIONS

T

Principal Place of Business Mailing Address
WILLIAM M. INMAN AGRICULTURAL CENTER WILLIAM M. INMAN AGRICULTURAL CENTER
2140 WEST JEFFERSON STREET 2140 WEST JEFFERSON STREET
QUNICY FL 32351 QUNICY FL 32351-1905 .
3. Date Incorporated or Qualified 3a. Date of Last Report
02/01/1995 02/26/1996
2. Principal Place of Business 2a. Mailing Address 4. FEI Number Applied For
21 E] 59"2508045 Not Applicable
Suite. Apt. #, etc. Suite, Apt. #, ;. it
E] e = ;\ S e 5. Certificate of Status Desired D $8F‘.isﬁjc?|.:jilrlelz?m
City & State City & State 6. Election Campaign Financing $5.00 May Be
E’ E] Trust Fund Contnibution D Added to Fees
Zip Country Zip Country 8. This corporation has liability for intangible tax under s. 199.032,
;;I El gl E-I Florida Statutes [Jves [Ono
9. Name and Address of Current Registered Agent 10. Name and Address of New Registered Agent
81 NameH G G £
enry G. Gran
DURDEN, BOBBY R 82| Street Address (P.O. Box Number is Not Acceptable)
WILLIAM M. INMAN AGRICULTURAL CENTER 2140 West Jefferson Street
2140 WEST JEFFERSON STREET 83
QUNICY FL 32351 84| Ciy ] 85| Zip Code
Quincy FL 32351

11. Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 617.0502 and 617.1508, Florida Statutes, the above-named corporation submits this statement for the purpose of changing its registered
office or registered agent, or both, in the State of Florida. Such change was authorized by the corporation’s board of directors. | hereby accept the appointment as registered

agent. | am familjar with, and accept tr%lgatfons of, Section 617.0503, Florida Statutes.
SIGNATURE /W, ;é{ I i °; W a Z

7

Slgnature, typed orlp‘ﬁled name of -regws!eren agent and title if appiicable. {NOTE: Registered Agent signature required when reinstating} DATE
12. OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 13. ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS IN 12
TITLE Cc [T DELETE 1.1 TITLE [Jchange [ Addition
NAME EDWARDS, H. MARCUS 1.2 NAME
street aoress | RT 4, BOX 237 1.3 STREET ADDRESS
CITY-ST-2IP QUINCY FL 14 CITY-ST- 2P
TITLE D T DELETE 21 TITLE [JChange ] Addition
NAME HURST, RAYMOND 2.2 NAME
staeeT AnDAEss | 222 WALLACE DR 2.3 STREET ADDRESS
CITY-ST-7IP QUINCY FL 2 4 CITY-ST-7P
TITLE D T DELETE 31 TLE L] Change [ Acdition
NAME POYTHRESS, GENE 3.2 NAME
street aooress | RT 1, BOX 676 3.3 STREET ADGRESS
CITY-ST-2P CHATTAHOOCHEE FL 34 CITY-ST-2IP
TITLE D L] DELETE 41TIE [Jchange [T Adaition
NAME LEWIS, BERNARD 4.2 NAME
streeT a0oRess | RT 5, BOX 89 4.3 STREET ADDRESS
CITY-5T-ZIP QUINCY FL 4.4 CITY-ST-2P
TITLE D L] DeceTe 51 TITLE [ I Change [ Addition
NAME HERRING, EDWIN 5.2 NAME
sreeeTaopress | FEDHWY 27 P O Box 763 (N/A) 53 STREET ADDRESS
CITY-5T-21P HAVANA FL 54 CITY-5T-7IP
TITLE S [T OELETE 6.1 TITLE [J change [ Addition
NAME Grant, Henry G. B2NAME
swReETADDRESS | 2140 W. Jefferson St. 6.3 STREET ADDRESS
CITY-ST-2IP Quincy, FL 32351 6.4 CITY-ST-2IP

14. | do hereby certify that the information supplied with this filing does not qualify for the exemption stated in Section 119.07(3)(i}, Florida Statutes. | further certify that the
information indicated on this annuai report or supplemental annual report is true and accurate and that my signature shall have the same legal effect as if made under oath; that
| 'am an officer or director of the corporation or the receiver or trustee empowered to execute this report as required by Chapter 617, Florida Statutes; and that my name

appears in Block 12 (ﬁg?ﬁ:‘?f if %a.nge&frgpﬁg anacl.'wmeim wit;? an address.
SIGNATURE: -2 ,ssy A Dran? e /7T

]
SIGNATURE 4£l0 TYPED OR PRINTED NAME OF SIGNING OFFICER OR DIRECTOR Date = Daylime Phone 70009163

CR2E037 (9/96)
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